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REMEMBERINC GOD’S FAITHFULNESS AT CHRISTMAS

Is Christmas here already?! That seems to be the question every year! The years roll by faster now than ever!
Nevertheless, these holidays are a special time of year. There is so much to celebrate! We often celebrate the
gifts God has given. The festivities last all month and culminate to a celebration of the greatest gift of all. His
name is Jesus!

This year I want us to consider God’s faithfulness. Jesus, the greatest gift of all, was not just a gift given at one
point in time for one moment in time. He was the fulfillment of a promise kept for all eternity. A promise of
the long-awaited King — the promise of the Messiah.

Following the fall of man in Genesis 3, God promised an offspring that would bruise the head of the serpent,
Satan (Genesis 3:15). When God called Abraham, God promised an inheritance to Abraham’s offspring
(Genesis 12:7). Here is where it gets interesting! Galatians 3:16 tells us the “offspring of Abraham” refers to
Christ. Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,”
referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ. Galatians 3:16

Now, fast-forward forty-two generations (around 2,000 years) as recorded in Matthew 1:17. So all the
generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon
fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. Matthew 1:17

After all that time, an angel comes to a virgin girl named Mary and declares that the promise is about to be
fulfilled in a miraculous way. And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of
God. Luke 1:35

By the wayi, it is no coincidence that Mary was betrothed to Joseph. Joseph was from the lineage of King
David and, therefore, from Abraham (Matthew 1:16). When Mary heard the good news from the angel, Luke 1
tells us she sang a song of praise! In this beautiful song, Mary remembers the promise God made all those
years ago. And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord... He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance
of his mercy, as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” Luke 1:46, 54-55

After making the connection between Abraham’s offspring and Christ in Galatians 3, Paul reflects on the birth
of Jesus in Galatians 4. He points out the reason Jesus was born — to redeem! I love the term redeem! It means
“to buy back”. When Adam and Eve sinned, they essentially “sold out” mankind into slavery — bondage to sin.
God immediately had a plan — an offspring that would come. His name is Jesus. He came to “buy us back”
from sin! ...when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law,
to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. Galatians 4:4-5

That’s not all! Because of what Jesus did, we have a promise - the promise of eternal life! “For God so loved
the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”
John 3:16

This year, as we gather around the tree, the table, and the manger, let us be reminded of the greatest gift of all
— Jesus the Son of God. But also, let us be reminded of the most faithful giver, God Almighty. Take time this
Christmas to renew your faith so that you may hold fast to hope we have in Jesus! We have a promise, and we
know the Promise Keeper! He has always kept His promises and He will not stop now. He will keep His
promise of eternal life to those who believe in His Son Jesus. Praise the Lord! Amen! Let us hold fast the
confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. Hebrews 10:23
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The Church Office will be closed
Friday, December 24—January 2
for Christmas holidays.

College & Career Trip to the Passion Conference
January 2-4



